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G 
reen, Red, Green, Red, Green, Red . . . Yellow??  Whatôs up with that??    

GatorMOG spent a glorious Florida weekend in Lakeland Florida.  Lakeland is a little west (left) of center.  

(Some folks say that about me . . . )  This was the fall Noggin or gathering of the Morgan Owners of Florida, 

aka GatorMOG, the MOGSouth chapter down on the Florida peninsula.   GatorMOG tries to do something 

once during the Spring and once during Fall.  It tends to be a bit too warm or too wet in the Summer.  But, you donôt 

have to live in Florida to participate, everyone is welcome.    

Nothing too elaborate was planned this time, just a Friday evening Noggin (informal get together) and then participation 

in the Saturday Lake Mirror Classic car show.   

Our weekend started actually on Thursday.  (But, being retired, every day is a weekend!)   We had Chuck and Karen 

Bernath come down from Jacksonville to our house in Sanford.   Their yellow 1963 Plus 4, 4 Place ran smoothly and 

they arrived in the early afternoon.  This broke the total trip up for them and gave us time to tell lies and play in the 

garage.   Then we had a nice dinner out at an Irish Pub.  There were a few things to do on Friday morning before leaving 

for Lakeland.  I wanted to exercise the older Morgan before the weekend, so Chuck and I drove the DHC around the 

block and got it up to temperature.  I am a firm believer in exercising my cars every week or so.  I am afraid that they will 

rot, dry out, or otherwise fall apart if left too long.  

Just a short trip around the neighborhood, then we would head south to Winter Park to get Rick and Sam Frazee.  We 

were also going to have John and Debbie Stanley from Deland, Florida join us for the convoy.   Well, best laid plans . . . 

John and Debbie planned to swing by our house Friday morning in their newly acquired 1990, UK Spec, Plus 8.  Well, 

Short sleeved shirts, cargo shorts and flip flops.  Ainôt Florida great??  
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Johnôs car exhibited the well known LT77 shifting problem and couldnôt play, so the SUV was energized.  So we were 

down to two Morgans (the yellow Plus 4 and my 1986 red Plus 8) and Johnôs SUV.  We left Sanford and headed to 

Winter Park to rendezvous with Sam and Rick and their 2005 BRG Roadster.   Well, with all this excitement I forgot my 

little folder of maps and instructions, and my pills, etc, etc.   Oh, well . . .  I think old age is settling in.   

The highway from Orlando to Lakeland is very boring so we chose the back roads for our trip south.  It was quite a bit 

slower, but had a bit more to see (and a lot more stop lights).   Finally, we arrived in Winter Haven, just up the road from 

Lakeland.  We checked into our chosen hotel, the Winter Haven Hampton Inn, and headed out to a late lunch.  Starving 

after all those stop lights.  We found the Harbor Side Restaurant . . .  just the spot for lunch.   Gorgeous water views (we 

watched a sea plane land), an extensive lunch menu and cold beer.  Just the thing.  Then it was back to the hotel for a 

quick clean up and a rendezvous in the lobby for the trip to Tom and Kathy Corynôs lake house.   I picked the hotel 

location to be very close to Tom and Kathyôs lake house.  I just wanted to have a couple mile drive that would allow us all 

to get there without drama.  And, it worked!     

Tom and Kathy were wonderful hosts.  We arrived at the appointed hour, en masse, with a convoy of Morgans.  They 

looked superb in Tom and Kathyôs circular drive.  Their lake house is perfect for entertaining, with a wonderful screened 

in porch offering vistas across the lake and a peek at the fleeting but spectacular sunset.  Kathy had invited her high 

school friend, Bev Westmacote from Venice Florida, to join the in on the Noggin and it was great to meet her (now she 

just needs to buy a Morgan).   There were lots of wonderful things to snack on and wine, beer and soda for the thirsty.   It 

seems we like to eat and drink!  Go figure . . .   The Noggin conversations quickly evolved into current topics of high 

import . . . such as babies, puppies, Morgan upgrades and of course Andreaôs favorite . . . auto parts.  Entertainment, 

apart from the spectacular views, was provided the world famous Gibbs and his squeaky toy.   

Then, there was a selection of BBQôd wonders to tempt the palate.  Chicken and pulled pork and salad (I donôt think this 

was BBQôd?) and more.   Tom and Kathy went overboard.  But, no one was complaining!!   More libations and then it 

was dark and time to leave.  We had to depart the hotel at an early hour (8AM) to get to Lakeland on time.  (The Lake 

Mirror Classic has to be the best organized show I have ever been to).  Every car is given a spot and a time to arrive at 

the show field.   No long lines of cars trying to get in, overheating or worse, while folks figure out just who you are and 

where the silly car you are driving is supposed to go.  For this show, it is straight in and immediately parked.  Perfect!        

This year, we negotiated with the Lake Mirror Classic organizers to get a designated Morgan spot, unlike last year where 

the Morgans were scattered all around.  We contacted the organizing committee to politic for colocation this year.  They 

understood our plight but had a órule.ô  This rule specified a minimum number of cars to get a designated spot . . . they 

told us we needed at least 10.  Ok, so where do we find 10 Morgans, and what do we promise to get folks to discard any  

other plans and come out and play with us??   

Well, our ówell intentionedô effort worked.  We had more than 10 Morgans register for the event, and so we got our 

designated óMorganô spot.    However, in the end, we only had 7 cars on the street.   We had some mechanical issues, a 

few unanticipated conflicts and a new MOGSouth / GatorMOG member that was lacking a few essentials . . . like tires. 

But, then again, we had donuts!!  Tom Coryn, wanted to be sure we started the day right, so he brought some two dozen 

hot and gooey donuts (fat free, calorie free of course! NOT!!) from his favorite local bakery to share with the group.  A 

fabulous Friday evening Noggin, a great downtown location for the Morgans on Saturday and hot donuts!   It doesnôt get 

much better than that!!    

The Lake Mirror Classic is a fairly big show (over 450 cars (and wooden boats)) that takes over a good portion of 

downtown Lakeland.  It really is a very pretty setting with the lake, the surrounding promenade and tree lined streets of 

downtown.  The Classic is really four different shows in one.  Everyone has something of interest to see and do.  There is 

the formal, judged Concours dôElegance encircling Lake Mirror on the promenade.  A hot rod show on the boulevard, 

wooden boats out on the Lake, and the Open Car Show (any sort of collector car, old or new) with cars displayed 

throughout the downtown Lakeland streets.   The Morgans were all part of the Open Show.  It appeared that just about 

every make of car was represented.  There was even a Panoz AIV Roadster on the corner of our street.  It has been a 

while since I have seen one of those.  (If you remember, MOGSouth visited the Panoz factory in 2004 (See Vol 5, 2004 

of the MOGSouth Newsletter))  In our immediate area, we were flanked by a few Rolls Royce and Bentley saloons on 

one side, an open street intersection on the other, and a large den of Dodge Vipers across the street.  Not too bad.     
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Mark 

The Morgan parking location was absolutely superb.  We 

were central but just off the main drag.   Quite a bit better 

than most of the others car groups.  Our location was on a 

tree lined street, with day long shade (as long as you 

adjusted your chair a bit) and even had live entertainment (a 

guitar player and singer) just across the street.  There were 

no restaurants or registration or vendor tents on our street 

to attract big crowds.  We just had those folks interested in 

the cars come down our street, while others had big crowds 

of folks looking for lunch, walking back and forth, in front of 

their parking space.  I usually like a good crowd of folks 

(showing interest in the Morgans) but I was quite pleased 

that we were not located in this quagmire and inundated 

with the shopping and lunch crowd.     

We sat on the curb or in the lawn chairs and enjoyed the 

breeze and the day, without being jostled or run over by the 

crowds.  Simply wonderful !!!  Others, it seemed, had no 

place for their chairs and the like.     

The Open Car Show is not formally judged, so no worries 

about too much dust or not enough wax.  However, an 

occasional ribbon does show up.  The various supporters 

and sponsors of the show are given ribbons to affix to cars 

they enjoyed, and it turned out that, on this day, it was 

good to be Red.  Tom Coyrnôs wonderful 1960 Plus 4, 4 

Place and Ron Griciusô awesome 2003 Anniversary Plus 8, 

both striking in Red with Tan interiors, were given 

recognition ribbons.  Congrats and well done!   I had 

predicted the one Yellow car, Chuck and Karen Bernathôs 

Plus 4, 4 Place would be recognized because it was 

different from the other Morgans, neither Red nor British 

Racing Green.   John and Debbie Stanleyôs Plus 8, 

unfortunately at home, is Black and would have stood out 

(Color-wise) as well.  However, we made sure John and 

Debbie were fully into the Morgan mode and shoe horned 

them into the back of Chuck and Karenôs 4 Place for the trip 

to and from the show field.  Actually, it is great fun to ride in 

the back of a vintage 4 Place (for short distances!) and they 

had a ball!  

So all told, 7 Morgans.  We had Tom and Kathy Coryn and 

their Red 1960 Plus 4, 4 Place; Chuck and Karen Bernath 

and their Yellow 1963 Plus 4, 4 Place; Andrea and I in our 

Red 1986 Plus 8; Gene and Betsy in their BRG 1990 Plus 8; Robin and Christine Baycroft in their BRG 1990 Plus 8; 

John and Debbie Stanley in the back of Chuck and Karenôs 4 Place; Ron and Cathy Gricius with their Red 2003 

Anniversary Plus 8; and Rick and Sam Frazee in their BRG 2005 Roadster. Bill Sirine, a new member, came by and 

chatted with us for a good while.  He has a 1957 Plus 4, 4 Place being refurbished at the moment (the ôSpeechlessô 

movie car) and it sounds as if we will see him and the car on the road, very soon.  

Several of those attending had to scoot for home after the show, while others planned an evening in Lakeland with 

dinner, drinks and more Morgan discussions.  We unfortunately were in the first category and hit the road at the end of 

the show.  We had to get back to Sanford on Saturday evening as we had a few commitments on Sunday.  It really is a 

pretty easy drive, and we chose the expedient route, e.g. the highway, to run home.  All of 90 minutes and we were back 

at the ranch.  Another great GatorMOG Noggin and Morgan weekend.  Be sure to join us next time!!     

Gene and Betsy McOmber  

Debbie Stanley in Bernathôs Four Place 

The Morgan Line on the Street in Lakeland 
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Ok , so this really is 

  more of a Hot 

Rod show, but it is in 

Daytona Beach, itôs free, and 

itôs close.   That, and the 

organizer is a Morgan guy. 

He has a 4/4 that hasnôt seen 

the light of day for years.  It 

needs a few things, but I 

keep talking to him about 

getting on with it, but . . .  

This time of year in Florida is simply awesome.  The warm sun, low humidity and cool breezes along the water, just call 

to you.  You canôt resist.  You just have to take the cover off the Morgan and head out with a picnic basket and a couple 

of lawn chairs.  Even though we were just out last weekend in Lakeland, we found ourselves in Daytona Beach . . . and 

we weren't alone.   It was sort of like Lakeland - Chapter Two.  John and Debbie Stanley came, this time in their lovely 

1990 Black Plus 8.  Robin and Christine Bycroft were there in their recently imported BRG 1990 Plus 8 and Chuck and 

Karen Bernath brought out the Yellow 1963 Plus 4, Four Place.  We had óUgly Bettyô so the collection of Morgans 

provided a good array of colors.  (Black, BRG, Yellow, Red)  Not that this show lacked color.  There were cars with paint 

colors beyond description.  The results of very deep pockets I suspect, and then there were those that seemed to be 

totally without paint . . . rust yes, paint ? . . . I am not so sure.    

We got to Daytona Beach at the designated time, 

9:00 AM, or so the web site said.  Wrong, the 

place was already packed and all the other 

Morgans were there, waiting on us.  The first spot 

we found was along the main street but Chuck 

sweet talked the organizers into finding us a nice 

grassy knoll and some shade under a big tree.  A 

wonderful spot, and just a few yards from where 

they positioned the cars for folks who wanted their 

pictures along the Daytona Beach waterway.   We 

probably saw 80% of the cars at the show, without 

having to walk around.  We could just sit in our 

lawn chairs sipping coffee, or whatever, and 

watch the parade of cars, stopping just in front of 

us, for their photos.   Pretty neat.  Most were 

pretty impressive but then there were others that 

begged the question . . . Why??  A few custom 

Karman Ghias, for instance.  Extensive body work, fancy paint, etc.  They weren't all that pretty out of the box, and these 

ôimprovementsô were highly questionable.   Then there was the array of Chevrolet drag racers.    Huge chromed motors 

sticking up as high as the windscreen, with drive belts for the super chargers that were easily 4 inches wide.  Wheelee 

bars and parachutes out the back.  One had a stellar paint job but they all seems to be somewhat difficult to keep 

running, as some pushing was evident.  But when the did light off . . . you could feel the throbbing in your chest . . . 

almost like a pace-maker, regulating your heart beat . . .  Then there was the Monkeemobile.   (I thought they took the 

last train to Clarksville . . . not Daytona Beach?)   I had a college friend, who lived close by, come to the show and join us 

for dinner.  Guy Morrison and his wife Betty.  It turned out that the Monkeemobile lives right next door to Guy in Holly Hill, 

FL.  I am sure Guy and Betty are pleased!   

A few British cars were there, but not many.  In addition to the Morgans, there was a red rubber-bumpered MGB, 

probably early 80s, a red TR3 with a ópeace signô on the doors??  A maroon Sunbeam Alpine and a few late model Jags.  
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There were also some interesting two wheelers.  A camouflaged Ural with a sidecar caught my eye.  Interesting stuff.        

We chose to make it an overnight visit although Daytona is only some 45 minutes away.  That way we could enjoy the 

seaside and the óbeige dinnerô offerings of the many sea food restaurants in the area without having to worry about 

driving home and letting the dogs out.  We all stayed at a cheap, but clean, Holiday Inn along the beach. Our room was 

on the end of the building giving us a balcony with a view of the beach (and sunrise) as well as a view of the neon lights 

down the strip.  Somewhat transfixing . . .   

Dinner was at a place called óCrabby Joes.ô  It is located out on the end of Sunglow Fishing pier so the restaurant is 

actually over the top of the crashing surf.  We had two tables along the sides with large windows, that we opened to get 

some air flowing. The breeze was wonderful and the sound of the waves lapping along the beach was magical.  Andrea 

was sitting next to the window and during a more animated discussion she almost sent the ótackle boxô used by the 

restaurant to hold salt and pepper shakers, hot sauce, etc., out the window and into the surf.  It was somewhat amusing. 

Dinner was nice.  We all found something beige that we liked . . . shrimp seemed to be a favorite . . . and a few pitchers 

of cold beer added a special something??  Everybody said good things about their selection so given that, should you 

ever be in Daytona Beach, the Crabby Joeôs restaurant is recommended.   

Regardless of food, it was a nice locale and we had a wonderful time chatting about nothing with friends.  It was soon 

time to scoot, so we headed to the parking lot and the Morgans.  We were quickly away, without trauma, and soon were 

parked back at the Holiday Inn.  It was still sort of early, for a Saturday night, but I was bushed.  Too much sun perhaps 

(certainly not the beer . . . )?  So a bit of TV and then . . .   

The alarm went off and I hit the 

ôsnoozeô button.  I then 

remembered why I set the 

stupid alarm in the first place.  I 

wanted to see the Sunrise.  So 

I shut the thing off, threw on 

some pants (didn't want to 

scare the fish !) and went out 

onto the balcony.  The sun was 

just starting to peek about the 

horizon.   A few early morning 

folks were out on the beach 

watching the sun come up, 

walking their dogs, or simply 

enjoying the moment.        

Once the sun was up we all decided to hang out 

some more before we headed for home. There was 

a óCars and Coffeeô of sorts at the Blue Grotto 

Restaurant and Marina.  We went, parked the cars 

and then sat around at the marina and chatted 

some more.  The weather was wonderful and the 

ambiance was relaxing.  We got a few on lookers 

and some questions about the cars, but enjoyed 

ourselves sitting away from the Morgans.  It was 

really a nice way to cap a very pleasant weekend.   

Then a quick run home on the backroads.  Another 

great Morgan weekend!!! I hope you got out too?? Thatôs not the new Cosworth Powered Plus 4, is it??  

Sunrise at Daytona beach - Glorious!! 
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CHARLIE MILLERôS 2015 MORGAN PUB CRAWL -  BIG MUDDY  

Morgans Tour the Mississippi 

Monday, September 28, 2015 - Prairie du Chen, WI to Le Clair, IA 

Monday and the beginning of a new week.  We viewed the eclipse last 

night through mostly clear skies and talked of the primitive people who 

must have been absolutely terrified by such a sight seeing their reliable 

moon being consumed by something right before their eyes.   

The day started in the usual manner with wiping the dew off of the cars and 

loading up the suitcases and personal items, then heading for 

breakfast...today provided by the folks at American Inn, a new hotel chain, 

or at least one I had never heard of.   The banner out front said they were 

voted the best hotel breakfast in 2015 and I can see why.  Janet!  She 

expertly made omelets or scrambled or fried eggs to order, and instructed 

neophytes like me how to use the waffle 

maker.  Thank you Janet...we got a great 

start to the day. 

The hotel staff were enjoying the sight of 

our cars in their lot and asked if they could 

take a photo of them all, and it was time for 

us to make a group photo too.  So all but 

one were aligned in front and many photos 

were taken.  Here's the best one: 

Then we were off.... crossing the 

Mississippi right away and into Iowa.  We 

stopped at an overlook a few miles down 

the road and caught this barge pushing 

upstream.   

In Guttenberg, IA, the lock on the great 

river was operating, moving a large barge 

northbound.  The lock gate opened and 

the barge moved into the next section.  We 

stopped in Clinton, IA for gas, and the 

clerk at the station was helpful describing a 

good restaurant for lunch....and it was.  

Here's the view from the deck 

of the Candlelight Inn.    

Soon we arrived in Le Claire, 

which is home to Antique 

Archaeology, famous for the 

History Channel TV show 

American Pickers.     

And, just down the road is 

our hotel for the night.... 

again, right on the great 

Mississippi River, or as we 

call it, the Big Muddy.  

  

Group Photo -  From left to right: Char and Reg, Beth and Charles, Myron, Sally 

and Gary, Vern and Sandy, Missy and Bob, Judi and Bill, and Al.  Kampschafers 

were still inside the hotel somewhere, but were with us in spirit. 

A bit later we stopped at a convenience store 

- and of course a friendly chap is curious 

about the cars and Reg chats with him. 

[Excerpts from Day 1. Ed.] 

The original store (Antique Archaeology), now 

one of two buildings housing antique picks 

from around the country. 

Continued Next Page 

[To see the complete unedited Blog with all the text and pictures, go to  http://2015morganpubcrawl.blogspot.com/ Ed.] 

http://2015morganpubcrawl.blogspot.com/
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Our cars were parked overnight in the hotel 

parking garage in St. Louis, their first night of 

the trip out of the elements.   

Thursday: St. Louis to Nashville, IN 

As noted yesterday, today is mostly a driving day with almost 300 miles to 

go.      

The hotel has saved us space on the little used fourth floor of the garage, 

and provided a hose for those who felt the need to clear the Hannibal 

construction dust off of their cars.  An early start, we pulled out of St. Louis 

at 8:05am, made it across the Mississippi River bridge and through some 

construction.   

About 30 minutes later we found the peaceful US Route 50 and headed 

east toward Nashville, IN.   

The good roads and some twisty bits were fun, but long.  And eventually we 

got to Indiana state route 135 through the Hoosier National Forest, 

happening on the cute little village of Story, Indiana.  And there must be a 

story here, but because of the lateness of the day we didn't take time to 

investigate.  Reason enough to come back here someday. 

We checked into our motel for the night and made plans to meet at 6 for 

dinner somewhere in downtown Nashville, In 

Even at this late hour and in the off season the parking in town was 

sparse.  We found some spaces on the street a couple of blocks from the 

pub/pizza parlor.    Our pub of choice, Big Woods Micro Brewery and Pizza. 

We found excellent pizza, good and unusual beer and lots of fun and 

joy.  There was even a blue grass duo singing and playing and Myron gave 

us a good background on Bluegrass music - he even sang along on a 

couple of tunes.  

Since this was to be the last night of the 2015 Morgan Pub Crawl, and most 

of the couples are disbursing tomorrow for their homes and other 

commitments.  In all though, it was a very good time this night and for the 

past ten days. 

Fittingly, when we were leaving the restaurant we found a Jenga game on 

the outside deck.  Jenga is the "official game" of the Pub Crawls, having 

played it many times on the previous trips in 2007, 2010, 2012 and 2014.   

And we played until the stack fell at the hands of Myron's daughter and 

newcomer to the crawl, Susanna. 

Seems a nice point on which to call the Pub Crawl and this blog to a close. 

Thanks to all who helped 

with pictures, and to all who 

followed along.  We hope to 

do this again in the near 

future. 

Wheels down and tires 

between the white lines . . . 

[Excerpts from the Last Day. Ed.] 

Here is the antique store on the corner.  

[Again, the complete Blog is at http://2015morganpubcrawl.blogspot.com/ Ed.] 

Reg 
     The Pub Crawl Blogger 

http://2015morganpubcrawl.blogspot.com/
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SOME LOCAL óBIG MUDDYô PUB CRAWL PRESS 

For those of you that aren't familiar with the Pub Crawls - Some Background  

In 2007 Charlie Miller of the Ohio Morgan Owners Group (OhMOG) and MOGSouth created the first Morgan Pub 
Crawl with a trip to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.  Since then he has led us on trips to the Atlantic coast, 
Around the Great Lakes and through New England.   Now, in 2015 we explored the great state of Wisconsin and 
the upper Mississippi River in this tour called óThe Big Muddyô.   Join us as we travel these interesting roads in our 

tiny little Morgan cars, eating in pubs and generally having a darn good time . . .  
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IN THE GARAGE AND HAVING FUN . . . AGAIN!   

Every now and again I do like to take a break from the day to day and play some in the garage.  But, it is hard to tell 

Andrea that I havenôt time for the shopping, the cleaning, the laundry, the yard work and just want some garage time.   

So, when someone else has a need, a problem, a squeak . . . I get to play.  This time it was John Stanley.  Yeah!   

An intermittent and sometime stubborn shift in his Plus 8.  He has a 1990 Plus 8 with a LT77 gear box.  According to 

GoMOG, ñThe LT77 was introduced to Morgans in 1976. It is the same box used with the Rover SD1. The early boxes 

are not great. A LT77 variation was introduced to Land Rovers in 1983 with the suffix 'D' box (which was a big 

improvement) and was developed over the years to the suffix 'H' which was last used in 1994.ò  So John has a later 

model of the LT77 and thatôs good, but it isn't shifting, which is bad, but not really that bad.  I have seen and fixed this 

problem serval times.  I am just waiting for my 1986 Plus 8 to go . . .  

The symptoms he reported are typical of this gearbox and a simple polyethylene bushing, that secures the remote 

shifter, is usually the culprit.  Iôm not completely sure but I believe that the original bushings used, óback in the dayô, were 

less resilient material, e.g. rubber, but now we have the ólast foreverô polyethylene.   The bushings, and there are four 

sets of two bushings each, sandwich the mounting points that connect the remote shifter to the gearbox itself.  When 

these bushings perish the remote shifter doesnôt connect well and the shift lever gets vague and at times fails to actually 

engage a needed gear.  Pretty hard to drive when certain gears are not available.   

If you exhibit this problem, it may just be your 

bushings.  Now the good news is that these 

bushings are cheap.  I order them from the UK 

and they come very quickly.  The bad news is that 

the job to remove the transmission cover takes 

forever.  You have to do this to get at the remote 

shift linkage (also you have to undo a lot of stuff), 

but it only takes a few minutes to replace the 

bushings, but then another lifetime to put the car 

back together again, before you can even test 

whether the fix worked.   We planned on an five 

hour job and it took us eight hours.  I canôt say we 

are the most efficient laborers, and this is the sort 

of thing that you will want to do with friends . . . 

and, did I say John brought donuts??   Seems to 

be a theme of late??     

This is the second Plus 8 of this era that I have 

had to replace the bushings on.  Both have been in the 30 - 35 year old range but the mileage has differed greatly.  It is 

my understanding that the materials used in the original bushings are susceptible to grease and/or oil and that is what 

causes the break down.  Time is not the primary factor but none the less, time must have some play in this.  I personally 

have a Plus 8 (Ugly Betty) of this era, and with this gearbox, so I know I will have to replace my own bushings soon 

enough.    

There are other afflictions known to occur with these transmission remote shifters, the ógrub screwô and the gear lever 

cap.  These problems are less common however.   I have personally not run into these problems as yet, but GoMOG 

has a clear description of the issues and the fix, so it you have the need or the interest, go to http://www.gomog.com/

allmorgan/remoteissues.html .   

While we had the transmission cover out we covered it with Dynamat thermal barrier material.  This era of Plus 8 seems 

to have a warm cockpit and using a bit of thermal barrier material, sticky on one side with a reflective metal on the other, 

over the transmission tunnel cover works to reflect the heat away from the cockpit.   The other thing we did to combat 

the heat in the cockpit was to disconnect the hoses that move coolant through the heater core.  This heater is right over 

your legs in the cockpit and having hot water, e.g. engine coolant, running through the heater core, whether the heater 

fan is on or not, adds a lot of heat to the cockpit.  Disconnecting the heater may not be a solution for everyone but in 

Florida, who needs a heater??    John reports that the car shifts appropriately and is much cooler.  Job done!!   

The bushings are in used pairs.  (Shown in this photo as yellow.)  There are 

two pairs on each side, so 8 bushings are needed to replace a full carôs set.   

http://www.gomog.com/allmorgan/remoteissues.html
http://www.gomog.com/allmorgan/remoteissues.html
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MONTHLY CLUB GATHERINGS !!    

ORLANDO FL GATORMOG / MOGSOUTH BREAKFAST!   

1st Sunday of each month, as part of the greater Orlando British Car Club. Tire kicking at 0800 with Breakfast at 

0830 (All British Car Owners or Fans ) - 897 West Town Parkway, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714  

MOGSOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY - DECEMBER 5, 2015 **UPDATED**  

Special rooms rates will be offered by the hotel.  We encourage you to enjoy Friday evening (Dec. 4) in 

downtown Waynesville.  Reserve your room at the Waynesville Inn, 176 Country Club Drive, Waynesville, NC., 

828-456-3551, www.thewaynesvilleinn.com. A block of rooms has been reserved at a rate of $99 plus tax which 

includes a full breakfast. Rooms will be held until November 4. Reserve individually under "Morgan Ownersò 

Group." 

Saturday Morning (Dec. 5), 10am-2pm, Curator Dale Walksler (of What's In the Barn on Velocity Channel) and 

Morgan owner and motorcycle enthusiast Bob White will welcome MOGSouth members to a special private 

opening of the fabulous WHEELS THRU TIME MUSEUM, a short drive from the Waynesville Inn.    

Saturday afternoon, the Hospitality Suite will be open before and after dinner including beer, wine, mixed and soft 

drinks and snacks. A full buffet dinner will begin at 7:00. 

Saturday Evening is the MOGSouth Annual Christmas Party at The Waynesville Inn.  Saturday dinner (Christmas 

Party) must be reserved and prepaid to Gene Spainhour. He must have your reservation and payment in full by 

November 5.  Mail your payment to Gene Spainhour, P.O. Box 2304, Hickory, NC. 28603. The cost is $36 per 

person. Please include your email address so we can confirm receipt of payment. 

Gene Spainhour & Pat Harris are organizing the Christmas gathering.  We look forward to seeing you in 

Waynesville! Any questions please contact Gene at gene.spainhour@gmail.com or 800-242-5584 (office) or 828-

244-3762 (cell.) 

Cheers, Pat and Gene 

 

MOGSOUTH SPRING MEET - APRIL 14, 2016 **NEW**  

The location and the date have been set for next yearôs (2016) MOGSouth Spring Meet.  Ken and Pat Kreuzer of 

Summerville, South Carolina had volunteered to be our hosts for the weekend.  The event details, hotels, 

activities and such are still be worked however the weekend opportunities sound wonderful and this should is 

going to be an event youôll want to attend, so mark your calendar now!!  And, donôt worry, as we get more 

specifics weôll be sure to send emails, as well as update the Newsletter and the MOGSouth web site 

(www.mogsouth.com).  And, a big thanks to Ken and Pat for hosting!   

 

MOGSOUTH MESSAGES AND STUFF 

Donôt miss the GatorMOG Noggin 

in October.  (See Below)  Pre-

Registration is required, so if you 

are planning on coming, you need 

to register now!  

The MOGSouth 2015 Fall Meet 

and Christmas Party are gelling 

nicely so get them on the 

Calendar too!!  

The details for the Fall Meet have 

been updated and are provided 

below.  There are some actions 

required so please read carefully!! 

Also, the details for the Christmas 

Party have been provided on 

following page.  You need to 

RSVP and make reservations.      

http://www.thewaynesvilleinn.com
mailto:gene.spainhour@gmail.com
http://www.mogsouth.com


 11 

 

F 
or those of you that 

were wondering 

where Andrea and I 

were during the 

MOGSouth Fall 

Meet in Rome GA, we were 

in Hilton Head for the 

Motoring Festival and 

Concours dôElegance.    

We had committed to attend the Hilton Head Island Concours dôElegance prior to 

the dates being selected for the MOGSouth Fall Meet.  Once we committed it was 

really not possible to us to renege and change our plans.  Conflicts happen to all of 

us, no matter how hard we try to avoid them.  We all have many things that 

demand our time or attention.  Morgan events are only one of these things.  This is 

one reason that I try to get the MOGSouth Events Calendar out as early as 

possible.  [FYI, this issue of the MOGSouth Newsletter had the start to the 2016 

Calendar.  Ed.] 

MOGSouth is a friend of Hilton Head Island.  MOGSouth members have 

individually participated in the Saturday Motoring Festival as well as Concours 

dôElegance on Sunday.  The Hilton Head Island Motoring Festival was also the 

focus of a MOGSouth Fall Meet in the past.  So MOGSouth is really no stranger to 

Hilton Head.  This year there were certainly a good number of MOGSouth 

members in attendance this year, despite the coincidental Fall Meet in Rome.   

Andrea and I traveled up to show the 1938 Morgan DHC Prototype in the Concours dôElegance.  This car was shown 

previously at Hilton Head Island, but back in 2010.   This year, the organizers also asked us to have the DHC displayed 

at the Hilton Head Island Airport for their Flights & Fancy Aeroport Gala Friday night (October 30th) and Aero Expo on 

Saturday (October 31st) .  A number of the other Concours events we have been to include an Airport related cocktail 

party, but we have never participated, nor even attended.  This was a first for us and we were not really sure what to 

expect.  As it is hard enough to get exposure for Morgans in the US, we didn't want to miss this opportunity so we readily 

accepted.   This meant, however, that we needed to be there early enough on Friday to get the car out to the airport.   

(Oh no!!  Andrea had to get up early.  Not her favorite!)  

As it turned out we were not the only MOGSouth member with a car on the tarmac amongst the vintage aircraft.   Gordon 

King had his Ford GT there as well and they had placed him, appropriately, next to an aircraft with a similar Gulf (orange 

and blue) livery.  Very neat!   Interesting enough, we didn't actually see Gordon until Sunday at the Concours.   

The trip north from our home in Sanford Florida, to Hilton Head Island, is about 6 hours of highway driving 
Continued Next Page 
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Continued Next Page 

(I-95) at moderate speed, pulling a small car trailer.  I wonôt even mention the full mileage but luckily fuel prices are 

reasonable these days.   We piled everything (and I mean everything!) into the SUV and headed up the highway.  This 

the third year that the Hilton Head Islands Concours dôElegance was located at the Harbor Golf Resort & Spa.  Previous 

to this location, the Concours was at the Coastal Discovery Museum at the Honey Horn Plantation.  We were familiar 

with the Honey Horn location but not the new Golf Resort location.  It was certainly an improvement, as the Honey Horn 

location tended to be a bit of dust bowl.  The HHI Airport events were new this year and accordingly it was somewhat of 

a confusing discovery the first time out.   No one was familiar with the specifics of the plan.  Getting into the airport - 

through the gates - navigating around the parked aircraft - finding a spot for the trailer - getting the car out of the trailer 

and over to the tarmac with the other cars and vintage aircraft was all experimentation at best.  Needless to say, it all 

came together in the end.    

The cars and the planes were all superb and were very complimentary of each other.  I was enthralled with the aircraft, 

especially a Lockheed Electra that was magnificent.   We decided to partake in the evening cocktail party at the airport 

as well.  Not that we were enticed by the cocktails or hors-d'oeuvres (Andrea is Gluten Free, so . . .) but we (I) sort of 

wanted to baby-sit the car and really just see what one of these things was all about.  It was good.  Nice band and music, 

interesting lights and fun to chat with others.  Not sure we will do it again but who knows . . . The weather was 

supposedly clear so we left the car out on the tarmac, however we did cover it.   

Saturday was Motoring Festival of the event with various 

car clubs displaying their cars out on the golf course.  

The airport display (the Aero Expo) was now open to the 

public. Andrea and I went first to the airport to uncover 

the DHC and wipe it down.   It was a bit damp from the 

morning dew.  Then when I was comfortable with the 

car, we headed back to the golf course to see the other 

cars.   Morgan / MOGSouth was aptly represented.  Bill 

Metcalf and his yellow 1964 Plus 4 was there, as was 

Don Smith and his recently acquired ôMorgan 65ô, a US 

assembled Series 2 Roadster, the creation of 

MOGSouth supporter Dennis Glavis.  The Roadster was 

well received and was awarded a óCrescentô award for 

presentation.    

After running around the golf course looking at the 

hundreds of exceptional collector the cars, we headed 

back to the airport to finish any last minute prep and to 

put the car away for the day.  The big event, the 

Concours dôElegance, was tomorrow.  But first things 

first.  We had a dinner date. 

One of the best things about traveling around is the 

opportunity to see folks we donôt see often enough.  This 

time we were within shouting of distance of Perry and 

Ritamarie Nuhnôs home.  Perry and Ritamarie are 

longtime friends and this trip to Hilton Head allowed us 

to get together for dinner.  I think we chatted about this, 

that and the other, and when we finally gave up, the 

restaurant was nearly empty.    

We got back to the hotel and went directly to sleep. 

Sunday was the big day and we had to get up early to get the car out of the trailer at the airport and over to the golf 

course for the Concours dôElegance.   We piled what we could into the little DHC.  Lawn chairs, cleaning supplies, 

vacuum cleaner, etc.  Andrea and I then folded ourselves into the car and motored over to the golf course.  We arrived 

some 5 minutes too early and had to wait before theyôd let us go into the golf course and get directed to our display spot.   

We were grouped in Pre - War British Sports Cars.  The class had 5 cars.  My Morgan 1938 DHC, two early MGs (a 

1935 MG NB Magnette and a 1933 MG J2) a Austin Nippy, an Aston Martin Le Mans 2 Seater.  The Morgan and the 

MGs were all blue, and the Nippy was a light green with black wings and the Aston Martin was Kelly green.    

Bill Metcalfôs 1964 Plus 4 

Don Smithôs óRoadster 65ô 
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In Lakeland a few weeks back, it was good to be red, but this time we 

didn't have a red car in the class.  This time it was good to be Blue.  The 

1935 MG NB Magnette was selected as best in the Pre War British 

Sports Car Class. With my Morgan DHC taking second place honors.  

Then the 1933 MG J2.  The Aston was singled out for a special award 

presented by Marriott Vacation Properties as óthe car one would want to  

take on a vacationô or something like that.  They actually won a vacation 

stay in a Marriott property. Pretty cool!  

While we were flying the Morgan flag (well, not really, We were actually 

just sitting there enjoying the breeze and relaxing) we attracted a few 

other MOGSouth members.   

Ken and Pat Kreuzer can by and chatted with us for a few minutes, as 

did Gordon King.  Lots of discussion around the 2016 Spring Meet.  It is 

starting to form up and looks to be quite a good meet.   

On another note,  Iôm sure most of you were concerned about our SC 

members, but Gordon indicated that his house, on the water there in the 

Low Country of South Carolina, survived the torrential rains and 

flooding óhigh and dry.ô  Very good news.    

I also talked with Neil Fogelberg, a longtime Morgan enthusiast and 

past member of the 3/4 Group and the Morgans of Philadelphia (MOPS) 

Club.  We reminisced about common friends and acquaintances.    

The day ended well, with ribbons and a drive through the podium.  The 

announcer commented on my óroll up windowsô which was a surprise to 

me and I am still looking for those windows . . . 

Then it was off the golf course, away from the Concours tents and banners, and back to the car trailer at the Airport.  We 

loaded the DHC and jumped in and fired it up.   This little car runs great.  Too bad itôs just a tad small for me to drive it 

long distances.  We found our way back through the controlled gate at the airport and down to the trailers.   Rather than 

load the car and pull the trailer out of the airport location, we decided to leave the car out in trailer at the Airport.  It was 

locked away behind the airport fence with a full security squad.  I couldnôt envision a more secure place.  As cars, nor 

trailers, were not originally part of the plan for Sunday night, we had to negotiate with the airport folks to keep the trailer 

there.  It meant an early pick up and removal of the trailer but that was doable.   

Following all the frivolities of the Concours I was bushed and needed to wind down.  As Andrea says, I get a bit on edge 

during these things so we headed back to the hotel so that I could soak my head.  A quick change of shirts and a clean 

up and it was off to dinner.    

The weather finally broke while were eating dinner 

and it came down in buckets.  The first of the entire 

weekend.  We were obviously very lucky.   One 

thing odd occurred, however, during the afternoon 

or evening.  Something crawled into our car and 

died.  Well, at least that is what is smelled like.  Or 

maybe stinky cheese or stinky feet or both.  It was 

unbearable.  Andrea had to stop at a convenience 

store to by some óFresh Linenô car air fresheners.  

You know, the things you clip to the air conditioning 

vents.  Now the car smells like clothes drier sheets, 

but thatôs way better than feet!!     

We got the DHC and trailer, earlier than we wanted.  

We forgot Daylights Savings Time, but it all worked 

well and we were home without any issues.  

Another great time . . . playing with Morgans!!!   

1935 MG NB Magnette ôBest in Classô  

A 1933 Chrysler Custom Imperial Phaeton Wins óBest of Showô 

at the 2015 HHI Motoring Festival and Concours dô Elegance.   

Mark 
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Peter Egan 

LYNN CRAIGôS WONDERFUL 40TH ANNIVERARY MEET ARTWORK  

Lynn Craig applied his considerable 

artistic talents to creating an 

exceptional Pen and Oil rendering 

of the Morgans displayed amongst 

the gardens at the Rose Hill 

Stables & Restaurant, downtown, 

Aiken SC this past May.  (You may 

remember seeing more of this 

picture in a previous issue.)  

Lynn has now produced a 5ò x 7ò 

card with the artwork on the front 

and a short history of MOGSouth 

and our 40th Anniversary Meet on 

the back.    Just super!!   

GREAT MORGAN VIDEOS ACCESSIBLE VIA THE MOGSOUTH WEB PAGE  
All óYouTubeô videos are available. Just go to the Video Viewer on the MOGSouth Photos Web Page. http://

www.mogsouth.com/Videos.htm (or you can go to www.YouTube.com directly) and click on the YouTube Logo, then 

put the following text strings (the words in red) into the YouTube Search Box.  Be advised. Videos on YouTube may or 

may not be retained, so videos listed in old issues of this newsletter may have been removed for some reason.) 

Historic Grand Prix Zandvoort - Aftermovie, 28 - 30 August 2015 (Some great racing action and some great 
automobiles.  No Morgans that I saw.  Circuit Park Zandvoort in the Netherlands) 
Three Wheels Are Terrific | Fully Charged (A test drive of the Electric Three Wheeler (in the UK but itôs not raining!)  
 

http://www.mogsouth.com/Videos.htm
http://www.mogsouth.com/Videos.htm
http://www.YouTube.com
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MORGAN MOTOR COMPANY NEWS  
 

The rumor we reported here in the MOGSouth Newsletter last month has 

come to fruition.  If you want a new Morgan, but want an automatic 

transmission, you can now get one.  Vitesse Global, LTD., the provider of 

the M3W 5 Speed Miata Gearbox, is offering a Plus 5 with Toyota Automatic 

Gearboxes.  These cars are fully endorsed by the Morgan Motor Company, 

however, as the MMC is only licensed to manufacture manual transmission 

car, the automatic Plus 4s are provided by Vitesse Global, LTD.  

Advertisements have been found in the MSCC Miscellany magazine (that is 

where I found this one!) as well as a complete write up and test of the 

autobox car in MOG Magazine.  Iôm sure the trade publications will soon 

have reports, reviews and videos out.   

The factory is still busy getting 

the new Cosworth powered Plus 

4 out the door and into the hands 

of the customers.  A few updated 

pictures are provided here.     

There is supposedly an upcoming   

meeting between the dealers and 

the MMC to discuss the new 

offering and specials for 2016.  

We will let you know what we find 

out.   

On another front, the Electric 

version of the M3W is said to be 

quicker than the gasoline version 

and will be officially announced 

at the Geneva Motor Show in the 

Spring.   

Continued Next Page 

AUTOMATIC  TRANSMISSIONS  - NOW  A  REALITY !! 

Production of the AR óCosworthô engined cars continue through the 

factory.  There are now completed cars that have been delivered to 

dealers on the Continent.  I would have to assume that the folks that 

committed early to buy the cars, have seen theirs arrive at their local 

dealers for final dealer prep.   I havenôt as yet heard of any end 

users getting their cars home and havenôt heard of any first drives.     

AR P LUS  4 ôCOSWORTH õ UPDATES  
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Interesting domed spare tire hole cover.  

Blackened Headlight Surrounds. Note full width front valence. Boxed transmission tunnel and no hand brake evident.  

Wide tires necessitate the rear wing width.  Red power coating. 

Integral Hood Scoop. 

Almost ready for trim and . . . 

Continued Next Page 

AR P LUS  4 ôCOSWORTH õ PHOTOS  COURTESY OF JAYS (TALKMORGAN) 
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Another view of the new rear suspension New Rear Suspension.  This is a major and welcome change!!  

View of the new Aero 8 with what appears to be a hard top. 

New Aero 8 in build.  More pics when I get them.  

2015 A ERO  8 P HOTOS    ƃ

AR P LUS  4 ôCOSWORTH õ PHOTOS  

Access Panels through Bulkhead.  Note Sheet Metal Floors. 

[A few more pictures of the new production cars, the 

Aero 8 and the special AR Plus 4 Cosworth.  Seeing the 

technologies being applied to these cars gives us some 

idea of what the future Morgan design features and 

manufacturing methods might be and I suspect we will 

see these things in many or all of the future Morgan 

offerings.  Ed.] 


